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few remarks on this head. You have Instituted a special faculty of oriental studies.
This is indeed a notable feature and I sincerely hope that your example will be
followed by other Indian Universities. Indian nationalism aims at a common nation-
al language. A common language is a very important element of nationalism and
it is quite a national aspiration for Indian nationalists to desire that Indians should
have a common language and literature. But this ideal is, by no means, easy. The
vernaculars of Southern India, in particular, belong to a different ^ stock, and it is
doubtful whether we can have a national language and literature which will suit the
linguistic conditions of all India. Our Universities have, in the past, shown a neglect
of the vernaculars, though in the early stages of University education, vernacular
used to receive fair attention. It is a matter of gratification that this University has
from the first recognised the importance of the cultivating and developing the Tamil
language and literature. A department of the Tamil language and literature has
heen established, and provision has been made even for research in it, and the degree
or title of 'Yidvan' is conferred upon those who show proficiency in their knowledge
of Tamil language and literature.

This is all to the good but it cannot be denied that circumstanced as we are,
the English language is indispensable to us in this country and will continue to be
so. At the rate it is progressing, practically the whole world will eventually talk
English which is already so prevalent that to circumnavigate the globe, no other
is necessary. Lord Tennyson once said to Sir Edwin Arnold : "It is bad for us that
English will always be a spoken speech since that means it will always be changing
and so the time will come when you and I will be as hard to read for the comon people
as Chaucer is to-day". You will remember what Artemus "Ward said of Chaucer that
he was "an admirable poet but as a spellist a very decided failure". "Whether Eng-
lish goes on. changing or not, it is to the modern world that which Greek was to
the ancient. It is said that its intense force and witchery are in its sibilants, its
fire in its aspirates, its splendour in its wealth of epithet, its power of satire is
secreted in the rich treasury of its vocabulary and its dignity in its conciseness and
almost our compactness. In the Oxford English Dictionary there are defined, des-
cribed and discussed more than 400,000 words, a number unequalled in the diction-
ary ^of any other language. Amongst European languages it is also said that if the
Italian possesses a liquid softness and openness of sound, the Spanish an imperious yet
poetically oriental cadence, the German a voluminous intensity and the French a versatile
and conversational allurement, they each lack that robustness and nervous strength, that
healthy tone and those insinuating declamatory inflections which belong to the English
language and which in the mouth of even an eloquent man, not to say orator, have
a mystic compulsive power. The medium of English for the study of different sub-
jects by our young men and women and particularly of higher subjects will, I be-
lieve, continue in strong favour for years to come. Three-fourths of the world's mail
is now written in English. English is used in printing more th an half the world's
newspapers and it is the language of more than three-fifths of the world's radio
stations.

India stands today on the threshold of a period of political and industrial
development unparalleled in her history. It will be your privilege to take part in
this development and as you play your part worthily, will be gauged the success of
your student life. The future civilisation of our country depends on pur education.
Education as a means to making a living is useful. It has a commercial value which
cannot be overlooked. Education has a formulative influence on citizenship. Our
citizens will be just what their education makes them and our country will be what
our citizens make it Therefore much depends upon the kind of education our
country promotes.

There must be among you some eminently successful students and we need a far
larger number of this better kind to redeem the many, "We must try to bring our
hundreds to the level of our tens. What shall I do to make my son attain success
in the world, asked an English nobleman of a bishop. "Give him poverty and
parts, my Lord'7 replied the prelate. It was the poverty of Cervantes which gave
to the ^world the riches of Don Quixote and if Washington Irving had been suecessM
in business and not crossed in love we might never had the Sketch Book.
apprenticeship to difficulty is sometimes better for excellence than years of
and comfort. Difficulties are the true tests of greatness. Cowards shrink fr&m :
fools bungle them, wise men conquer them. It is necessity that teaches aR&sC
We are told that a dumb man seeing the knife of an assassin at his ,-fadierfs},
suddenly acquired speech. Whether there is the necessity or not ins

